HH Sheikh Ahmed Bin Saeed Al Maktoum to inaugurate 4th City of Gold Conference of Dubai Gold and Jewellery Group

Dubai, 22 April, 2006: His Highness, Sheikh Ahmed Bin Saeed Al Maktoum, President of the Department of Civil Aviation and Chairman of the Emirates Group, will inaugurate the 4th Dubai - City of Gold Conference organised by the Dubai Gold and Jewellery Group on Monday, 24th April 2006. 

The two-day conference, which is supported by the Dubai Multi Commodities Centre (DMCC), has generated tremendous interest within the local and international gold and diamond jewellery trade, as well as international observers following current global trends in the gold sector.
The Dubai - City of Gold Conference will set the stage for further development of the industry, by addressing vital topics that will pave the way for more unique initiatives to be undertaken together with innovative marketing strategies that will further enhance Dubai’s position as the regional hub for the gold and jewellery trade. The key focus areas of the conference will be Marketing, Innovation, Education and Trade Finance which have been carefully chosen to facilitate sustained and increased growth for the industry. 
A line-up of the world’s leading experts in finance, research and commodities will speak at the conference on a variety of topics that impact on the gold and jewellery trade including bullion banking,  cargo handling, technology, online diamond trading, brand building, anti-money laundering compliance programs, research, developing  marketing and research.

In a significant move for the development of the local gold and jewellery industry, two of the speakers will focus on the educational and training aspects. Mr. David Watkins, Head of Gold Smithing, Silver Smithing, Metal Work and Jewellery, Royal College of Art will make a presentation on “A Model for the Education of Post-Graduate Jewellery Designers” on the first day of the conference. Also on the same day, Dr. Howard Reed, Director of Dubai Women’s College, Higher College of Technology will speak on “Developing National Entrepreneurs for the Jewellery Sector.

The conference will also showcase industry development in various emerging markets, including China, India, Iran, Europe, Africa, America and the Middle East. 

- ends -
         Dubai Gold and Jewellery Group: -

An association of more than 700 members, the Dubai Gold and Jewellery Group is responsible for promoting, monitoring and improving the gold and jewellery trade in Dubai to position the emirate as the international hub for gold and jewellery.

The Dubai Gold and Jewellery Group represents all sectors of the trade, including bullion trade, manufacturing, wholesale and retail. The Group has evolved to a prestigious trade body committed to developing and sustaining Dubai's status as the ‘City of Gold', and has established a presence for Dubai in international Trade shows and exhibitions.
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